Immune reactive proteins as prognostic and clinical markers in malignant cervical neoplasia.
The significance of immune reactive proteins in malignant cervical neoplasia, with particular reference to its prognostic and clinical relevance, was studied in 229 patients. All stages of the disease showed elevated levels of circulating immune complexes (CIC). Patients with stages I/IIA showed elevated levels of IgG, whereas those with stages III and IV showed depressed IgM levels. In the case of IgA, the situation was reversed: patients with advanced disease showed increased levels. Radiotherapy resulted in highly elevated levels of CIC, IgG, and IgA. However, in patients who remained disease-free after radiation treatment, levels of these proteins came down, often falling below pretreatment levels. On the other hand, patients developing recurrent disease showed sustained, high levels of CIC and IgA, with IgG as an isolated case in stage I/IIA. The present study therefore shows that although these increases were non-tumour-specific, patients with persistent elevation of CIC and IgA levels were at much greater risk of developing recurrent disease, thereby proving the merit of these substances as markers in prognosticating the course of disease in malignant cervical neoplasia.